
Working within the Human Tissue Act  

The training session will last 3 hours and will consist of:  

1. Pre-course – Completion of Research and Human Tissue legislation e-learning.  

2. PowerPoint presentation with interactive workshops – Presentation interspersed with 
workshops which will consider ‘real life’ examples.  

Training materials used include:  

• Presentations (made available as handouts, with space for notes)  
• Training pack containing:   

o copies of summaries of the legal position with respect to consent, licensing, 
import and export, disposal, DNA analysis and in Scotland (produced by MRC 
Regulatory Support Centre (RSC) in consultation with the Human Tissue 
Authority and Scottish Executive);  

o decision-making tree for consent and licensing (also produced by RSC in 
consultation with HTA);  

o an overview of places to get further help (including local help, MRC policy and 
national guidance);  

o ‘Real life’ scenarios, posed to explore how the Human Tissue Act impacts on 
decisions ‘at the bench.’  
 

Target audience  

This training is designed to complement our Research and Human Tissue legislation e-
learning.  It has been specifically tailored for anyone who uses human tissue for research or 
who is responsible for the administration and/or management of human sample collections.  
The training is designed to be practical and directly applicable to those working with human 
tissue at ‘the bench’, and will not explicitly cover the process of obtaining informed consent.  

Training outcomes  

Following the training presentation session (which includes some interaction), attendees 
should be aware of:  

1.where to find information and/or help with human tissue regulations (local, MRC and 
national level);  

2.what is meant by ‘relevant material’ and ‘bodily material’;  

3.what is meant by ‘existing holdings’;  

4.that research is an activity covered by the Human Tissue Act 2004;  

5.the importance of conducting freezer audits or other audits of stored tissue;  

6.the importance of consent to the use and storage of human tissue – and knowledge of 
when the law requires consent to be in place;  

7.the importance of gaining NHS Research Ethics Committee approval for studies;  



8.the need for tissue tracking SOPs, and the responsibilities they all have for supporting the 
development of these SOPs and working to them.  

Following the workshop session attendees should understand:  

1.when consent is required under the Human Tissue Act (consideration will not be made of 
consent requirements in adults not able to consent for themselves);  

2.the exemptions to consent provisions (i.e. existing holdings, ethics approval and 
anonymisation and importation of tissue);  

3.exemption to licensing provisions (i.e. ethical approval from an appropriate REC). 


